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ABOUT THE VCM
Victoria College of Music, London, is an independent body providing examinations in Music, Speech,
and Drama subjects.   It has held examination sessions throughout the British Isles and certain overseas
countries since it was founded in 1890.   It no longer operates a full-time teaching institution.
Further details about Victoria College can be found on our website:
www. Vcmexams.com and you can follow us on Twitter and Facebook.

ABOUT THIS SYLLABUS
This syllabus has been compiled using the popular strengths of its predecessors, and takes into account
views and suggestions of teachers and advisers.

CHANGES TO SYLLABUS
VCM examination requirements do not alter annually, the current syllabus is that listed on our website.
Any changes to the syllabus are announced well in advance on the College website, on Facebook and
Twitter.

COMPARISONS WITH OTHER EXAMINATION BODIES
VCM Grades 1 to 8 are intended to compare on a level for level basis with the grades 1 to 8 of other
similarly recognised examination boards. In addition to Grades 1 to 8, VCM examinations are available
at several introductory levels prior to Grade 1 as a means of encouraging beginners, or students with
special needs.  Medal and Diploma examinations are also available in all subjects.  Candidates at all
levels receive a written report and, if successful, a certificate or diploma.

REGULATIONS
All entries are accepted on the conditions laid down in General Regulations and Information, a copy
of which is available free of charge.  It is also on our website: www.vcmexams.com

COPIES
Candidates must bring copies of the works being performed for the use of the examiner.  This need not
necessarily be a second copy of a book, especially  when cost is a factor: many teachers encourage
candidates to copy out  works, preferably using word-processors, as part of the learning process.
Photocopying should be avoided and copyright law must not be broken.

OWN CHOICES
Scope has been left deliberately broad to allow for a wide range of “own choice” material.  Teachers
are encouraged to involve students as much as possible in the choice of pieces in order to give them
a feeling of  ownership of their work. While prescribed pieces are mainly of a traditional nature, there
is no reason why “own choices” should not include modern material from less conventional sources.

The College is always willing to look over proposed programmes submitted well in advance and give
guidance where necessary.

EXAMINERS
On occasions, two examiners may be present for purposes of Moderation or Training.
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The emphasis in these examinations is on clear vocal expression and effective oral communication,
unlike the College’s examinations in SPEECH in which artistic expression also plays an important part.

The early grades are intended for very young children or candidates with special needs.  Candidates
are encouraged to converse in their own words and recount their own experiences confidently with the
examiner.

In more advanced grades, candidates are encouraged to express their own opinions and debate issues
of topical concern with the examiner.

Where a passage for reading aloud is prescribed the passage will be handed to the candidate
beforehand for perusal.

Notes may be used for all talks given, but these must be brief; anything suggesting a memorised speech
will be penalised.

Skills the examiner will be looking for:
The examiner will expect candidates to

listen intelligently
respond appropriately
read fluently
speak audibly
interpret accurately
sit/stand smartly
communicate effectively

ORAL COMMUNICATION

Oral Communication
Marks:
Effectiveness of oral
communication 80
Clarity of speech 10
Presentation 10

100
To Pass 65; Merit 80; Distinction 90.  Merit is shown as Honours in Ireland
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Grade I
To bring to the examination a favourite toy, glove puppet or “pop-up” book or picture and discuss with
the examiner its features and why the candidate likes it.

The examiner will broaden the discussion to include topics within the candidate's experience.

Grade II
To bring to the examination an item that candidates have made themselves, or a hobby or collection
and to discuss its purpose or layout intelligently with the examiner.

The examiner will broaden the discussion to include topics within the candidate's experience.

Grade III
To prepare and read aloud a passage (about one page) from
any work of Children’s Fiction.

To pepare a short passage for reading aloud.

To answer questions on words and ideas in the two passages read aloud.

To develop a short conversation with the examiner about themselves:  their family, friends, pets,
school, and hobbies.

Grade IV
To prepare a chapter for reading aloud from any work of Children’s
Fiction from which the examiner will select about a page.

To read a short passage (unseen) aloud.

To answer questions on words and ideas in the passages read aloud.

To assume that the examiner is a blind person and describe in detail the layout of the room, painting a
"word picture" of their surroundings.

Grade V
To prepare and read aloud an interesting passage (about one page) from
any appropriate work of non-fiction.  (E.g. History, Travel, Adventure, Science , Biography ).

To read aloud a short passage, Fiction or Non-Fiction (unseen) aloud.

To talk about a recent television programme that the candidate has enjoyed assuming that the examiner
has not seen it

To develop a short conversation with the examiner on the subject of the passage prepared for reading
aloud, and on the candidate’s hobbies and favourite sports/games.

SURNAME   FORENAMES    SUBJECT     GRADE
Show on entry forms as:

OC I

SURNAME   FORENAMES    SUBJECT     GRADE
Show on entry forms as:

OC II

SURNAME   FORENAMES    SUBJECT     GRADE
Show on entry forms as:

OC III

SURNAME   FORENAMES    SUBJECT     GRADE
Show on entry forms as:

OC IV

SURNAME   FORENAMES    SUBJECT     GRADE
Show on entry forms as:
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Grade VI
To prepare a chapter for reading aloud from any interesting work of Children’s Non-Fiction:  the examiner
will select about one page.

To develop a conversation with the examiner on the subject of the chapter  prepared for reading aloud,
as well as on the candidate’s hobbies, interests, favourite sports/games and lessons.

To study a picture postcard, photograph, or other illustration supplied by the examiner for a few moments
then discuss it,  and issues related to the picture.

To give a short talk:  an account of any interesting incident, experience or visit.  (To last not more than
3 minutes).

Grade VII
To prepare and read aloud a short dramatic episode from
any famous novel.

To read aloud a short unseen passage:  Fiction or Non-Fiction.

To answer questions on words and ideas (including any metaphors) in the two passages read aloud,
and to relate the prepared episode to the book as a whole.

To develop a conversation with the examiner on a newspaper or magazine advertisement that the
examiner will provide.

To give a short talk - about 3 minutes in duration - on a book recently read, or on a play, film  recently
seen.

Grade VIII
To prepare and read aloud a short passage from any standard book of
essays or similar non-fiction;  alternatively, a humorous passage from an essay or a novel.

To answer questions on words and ideas (including any metaphors) in the two passages read aloud,
and to relate the prepared episode to the book as a whole.

To give a short talk - which may be illustrated - on any subject of the candidate’s own choice, for about
4 minutes in duration.

To read aloud a short unseen passage:  Fiction or Non-Fiction.

To develop a conversation initiated by the examiner on a headline of topical interest in a quality
newspaper supplied by the examiner.

SURNAME   FORENAMES    SUBJECT     GRADE
Show on entry forms as:

SURNAME   FORENAMES    SUBJECT     GRADE
Show on entry forms as:

OC  VI

SURNAME   FORENAMES    SUBJECT     GRADE
Show on entry forms as:

OC  VII

OC  VIII


